
Big Education Conversation 

Sessions to scaffold discussions with primary age children on how we would like to learn. 

Introduction/Opening 
questions to broaden 
children’s thinking 

Set question as a class or group discussion to broaden children’s thinking: 
How many different places can you think of where people learn?  or 
What if there were no schools?  or 
How many different ways can you think of that people learn new things? 
 

Children design their 
perfect school 

Read a story about going to school to the children and discuss what the 
characters liked or didn’t like about school. 
 
Children design their perfect school – whilst children are designing have 
conversations to develop their thinking, e.g. Where do you enjoy learning?  What 
activities would you want to do in your school? What resources would you need in 
your school?  Would you want to learn inside or outside?  How big would your 
classes be?  Would all children do the same thing at the same time? etc 
 

Children design their 
perfect school day 

Read a story about going to school – discuss what the characters liked or didn’t 
like doing at school.   
Ask children what they like or don’t like doing at school?  Discuss the different 
ways that we learn – what different things do we do at school? 
 
Children design their perfect school day – use a timetable format, explain to 
children that this is just a basic structure and that they could change it, e.g. would 
they want a set break and lunch time?  Is there an activity they’d like to do at the 
beginning of each day? 
 

Children draw and 
annotate who they 
would like to be when 
they are a grown up 

Pretend to get into a time machine, helmet on, seatbelt, set future time etc and 
travel to a time when the children are grown up and no longer go to school.  
Discuss what children think they would like to do after they leave school – play 
charades where children act out who they will be (what they will do) and other 
children guess. 
 
Children draw and annotate themselves as a grown-up – add clothes to the 
outline of a person and annotate with qualities, skills and attributes. 
Scaffold with the questions: 
When you are a grown-up and leave school… 
… What will you know? 
…What will you be able to do? 
…How will you be? 
 

Children imagine that 
they are Education 
Minister or work in the 
Ministry of Education 

Discuss with children how our democratically elected government make decisions 
regarding what and how children learn in school.  Refer to work and thinking they 
may have done in class/school councils, when studying Ancient Greeks, around 
General Elections etc. 
 
Ask children to think of 3 laws/rules regarding children’s education that they 
would implement if they were the Education Secretary. 
 

 
Example of stories to use: 

- Whiffy Wilson the Wolf Who wouldn’t Go To School by Caryl Hart & Leonie Lord 
- Charlie & Lola I Am Absolutely Too Small To Go To School by Lauren Child 
- Do I Have to Go to School? by Pat Thomas 


